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Tri-Valley Cultural Jews
Your East Bay Secular Humanistic Jewish Community

TriValleyCulturalJews.org

info@tri-valleyculturaljews.org

(925) 399-8029

Our mission statement: A Secular Humanistic community serving those who identify with the Jewish

People through family, culture and history, rather than through religion.

Like Or Share Our Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/trivalleyculturaljews/

TVCJ is an accepting, welcoming, diverse community of Cultural Jews and their
families. Call or email us at (925) 399-8029 or culturaljews@gmail.com for an
Evite or for more information about our community. You can find us at
trivalleyculturaljews.org. Free to members, suggested $15 donation per non-
member adult if you are able.

You can make donations to TVCJ through PayPal or Venmo. Our handle is Tri-Valley
Cultural Jews.

January 25th 2025

We Need A Home Matching Fund
Thanks to donations from the board and other members and friends, we are over a
quarter of the way to our We Need a Home matching fund goal!  We’re hoping to be
halfway there (raising $10,000) by Shavuot and our annual meeting on June 1.
 When the $20,000 matching pledge is met, we’ll be able to look for rental space for
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our library, office, small meetings/holidays and maybe even our Jewish Culture
School.  We’ve outgrown meeting in homes and look forward to having our own
dedicated space.

Upcoming Events

Sunday Chats - 2/02/25
Sunday Chat is composed of any members who want to meet on the Sunday
mornings that JCS meets. Parents of JCS kids and other members meet at Inklings in
downtown Pleasanton for coffee and conversation.

Philosophers’ Cafe - 2/06/25
Philosophers’ Cafe, our monthly friendly online discussion, will meet at 7 p.m. on
February 6 to talk about the role of humor in our culture(s).  January’s discussion
was on what our response to anti-Jewish hatred should be.  Look for your evite!

Tu B'Shvat - 2/16/25



Join us for a joyful Tu B'Shvat Celebration and Farm Day!

Come together with our TVCJ community as we celebrate the "New Year for Trees"
with a short, meaningful ceremony and a day of connection to nature. We’ll spend
time learning about a historic farm and appreciating the earth before sharing a
delicious potluck meal to nourish our bodies and spirits.

When: Sunday, Feb. 16th, 1-4pm
Where: Livermore, CA
What to Bring: A dish to share for the potluck and your own plate, cup and utensils,
and a spirit of celebration!

We look forward to seeing you there as we honor the natural world and our shared
commitment to a sustainable future.

RSVP: Please contact us at culturaljews@gmail.com if you haven't received an
Evite

Let’s plant seeds of hope, growth, and community together!

Repro Right Shabbat - 2/22/25



Join us for a thought-provoking evening as we explore the intersection of
reproductive rights, ethics, and social justice through the lens of film. This community
event will feature a screening of Under G-d, followed by an engaging discussion about
the legal, moral, and humanist perspectives on reproductive freedom.

Date: Sat, Feb 22, 2025
Time: 3:00pm-4:30pm
Location: Castro Valley, CA
Cost: $15 per non-member adult, if you are able



The film offers a powerful portrayal of the struggles individuals face in exercising
their reproductive rights, and the discussion will center on how these issues align
with our values of human dignity, autonomy, and justice.

After the screening, we’ll host a facilitated conversation about the challenges to
reproductive rights, especially in the current political climate, and how secular
humanists can engage in advocacy and support for reproductive justice.

Please bring a snack to share.

This event is open to everyone, regardless of religious background, and aims to
create an inclusive space for thoughtful dialogue on a critical topic.

RSVP on the Evite or by emailing us at culturaljews@gmail.com or call (925)
399-8029 if you have questions or want to find out more about our community.

We hope you can join us for this important and timely event!

Not a Book Club - 2/23/25



Our members-only groups have been active this month! TVCJ's NOT a Book Club is
our chance to read something we might not have otherwise picked up. The Not-A-
Book-Club met to discuss Typically Jewish by Nancy Kalikow Maxwell, a remote TVCJ
member.  We’ll meet again on Sunday, Feb. 23 at 3 p.m. to talk about The 12
Million Dollar Stuffed Shark by Don Thompson, about the very strange market in art.

This special group is a perk for our members. Want to find out more about who we
are and what we do? Email us at culturaljews@gmail.com or call (925) 399-
8029 if you have questions or want to find out more about our community.



Death Over Dinner
Death Over Dinner was a crossover with the Not-A-Book-Club, using Nancy Maxwell’s
questions about Jewish death rituals and obituaries as the basis for our discussion.  

Hiking with TVCJ
Our hiking group is hoping to resume in March, weather permitting.

Purim - 3/16/25

Join TVCJ for a fun, festive celebration of Purim! Whether you're familiar with the
story or just love a good costume party, all are welcome to come together for a day
of food, laughter, and community.

When: March 16th, 2025, 10:30am-12pm



Where: Livermore, CA
Cost: Free to members, suggested $15 donation per non-member adult if you are
able.

We'll have:

Hamantaschen making (a traditional Purim treat)--bring your favorite filling!
Purimspiel--a modern retelling of the Book of Esther
Costumes and crafts--come as you are or strut your stuff!
Crafts and Potluck lunch--bring your favorite dish to share

Let’s celebrate the spirit of Purim: joy, freedom, and community!

Passover - 4/13/25

Join us for Passover on April 13th in Livermore!

Jewish Culture School (JCS)  
JCS 01/05/25
We looked at stereotypical ways of portraying Jews through art and then made self
portraits of what's inside us (that people can't tell just by looking). Our matzah ball
soup was delicious!



JCS 01/19/25
We learned about Sonia Delaunay's life and were inspired by her abstract art to
create some of our own. In honor of her Russian heritage (and to warm us up) we
made some delicious borscht!



BOOK REVIEW
THE ORACLE OF SPRING GARDEN ROAD

BY
NORRIN A. RIPSMAN



This is a book of fiction that takes place in modern day Canada. The main character,
Gabriel is brought up to be Jewish. However, he interprets that to mean that Jews
should follow all of the tenets of the religion.  He loses faith in those he cares about
when he sees that they do not follow the rules as closely as he feels they should.



Gabriel is a brilliant and sensitive boy that has very high standards.  He loved
Philosophy and playing the violin. However, his very high standards has led to
difficulties with relationships throughout his life. When he has had problems with
others he automatically blamed them and assumed he was right. This led to
difficulties with his parents, his friends, and especially later with his wife. When
things got too difficult for him, he just left and went to the streets and to a natural
environment where he was most comfortable.

Employment was problematic but the job he loved the most was working in a musical
instrument repair shop.  His boss here was so impressed with him that he willed him
a magnificent violin which Gabriel kept for many years.

Gabriel rejected the trappings of modern society and became a street person. He
changed his name to Eddie so that he wouldn’t be found while he dispensed his
philosophy to those who he felt needed it.

I felt that this book was very well written. Gabriel was an unforgettable character
who was unpredictable.  I would definitely recommend the book. This book can be
purchased on Amazon by clicking here.

Reviewed by Jerry Zwick

Interfaith InterConnect
Religion Chats (same topic for February and

March)

February Meeting
When: February 12th, 5:00p.m.-6:00p.m.
Topic: “How is Meditation Practiced in Your Faith?”  
Speaker: Claire La Scola, Christian Meditation; second speaker is pending.
Meeting via Zoom:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86989418246

March Meeting
When: March 12th, 5:00p.m.-6:00p.m.
Topic: “How is Meditation Practiced in Your Faith?”  
Speaker: Gaurav Rastogi, Hindu; will present for full 50 minutes.
Location: The meeting will be in-person. The location will be announced on the
Interfaith InterConnect Facebook Page and in our next newsletter.

Click here to view the Interfaith InterConnect Facebook Page.

TVCJ PayPal Giving Fund Page
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We now have a PayPal page where you can quickly and easily donate to Tri-Valley
Cultural Jews. Simply scan the QR code below.

or
visit: https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/2326042

Joke: Why can't a bicycle stand on its own? Answer: It's two tired.

In January We Remember
Hillel Cohen
Charles Roy Colvin

https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/2326042


January Birthdays
Marisa Castaldini
Mary Frances Colvin
Kevin Coren
Levi Coren
Tom Green
Colin Mogilefsky
Mitch Morrison

Who We Are
Rabbi: Judith Seid 925-485-1049
Madrikha: Jamie Ireland
Board Members:
David Gates
Jazz Salwen-Grabowski
Jamie Ireland
Maggie Pino
Sophia Ireland
Rachel Rose
Judith Seid
Newsletter: Joy Randel
Webmaster: Noah King
JCS Teachers: Jazz Salwen-Grabowski, Judith Seid
Holiday Coordinator: Jazz Salwen-Grabowski
Movie Coordinator: Bret Mogilefsky
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