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Tri-Valley Cultural Jews
Your East Bay Secular Humanistic Jewish Community

TriValleyCulturalJews.org

info@tri-valleyculturaljews.org

(925) 399-8029

Affiliated with the Cultural and Secular Jewish Organization

Our mission statement: A Secular Humanistic community serving those who identify with the Jewish

People through family, culture and history, rather than through religion.

Like Or Share Our Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/trivalleyculturaljews/

TVCJ is an accepting, welcoming, diverse community of Cultural Jews and their
families, affiliated with CSJO. Call or email us at (925) 399-8029 or
culturaljews@gmail.com for an Evite or for more information about
our community. You can find us at trivalleyculturaljews.org. Free to members,
suggested $15 donation per non-member adult if you are able.

You can make donations to TVCJ through PayPal or Venmo. Our handle is Tri-Valley
Cultural Jews.

October 26th 2024

Upcoming Events

Sunday Chat 11/03/2024
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Sunday chat - a chance for JCS parents to meet with other members for a friendly
chat during JCS, Sunday, November 3.  Meet at The Press Cafe, 1987 Santa Rita
Rd. (just north of Valley) at 10:30a.m. or so. (Location Change Due to
Parade)

Our Adult Learning Series Starting
11/4/2024

Leviticus - the weirdest book in the Torah is the subject for our adult learning series
beginning Monday evening, November 4th at 7:30 p.m. and continuing for 6
weeks.  We’ll read the text and related materials and learn about the many (SO
WEIRD) rules it contains and a few glimpses of the material culture of the time it
was written.  The first 2 sessions will cover an introduction to the book (with many
informative and interesting asides) and the first 10 chapters in which you will learn
which animal to bring to sacrifice and such charming facts as which parts are to be
cut up and burned. Please email us at culturaljews@gmail.com by
November 1st if you are interested in attending in person or by
zoom.



Philosophers’ Cafe 11/7/2024

Philosophers’ Cafe is back!  We’ll meet on zoom at 7 p.m. Thursday, November 7 to
talk about - what else? - the election and our hopes (or fears?) for the future.  

Not a Book Club - 11/17/2024



TVCJ's NOT a Book Club is our chance to read something we might not have
otherwise picked up. Join us for our discussion of Frostbite How Refrigeration
Changed Our Food, Our Planet, and Ourselves by Nicola Twilley. See you on Sunday,
November 17th at 3pm!

The book we’ll read and discuss in the following Not a Book Club gathering is
Typically Jewish, written by new member Nancy Kalikow Maxwell.  Look for your
evite!

This special group is a perk for our members. Want to find out more about who we
are and what we do? Email us at culturaljews@gmail.com or call (925) 399-8029
if you have questions or want to find out more about our community. You can find us
at www.trivalleyculturaljews.org

http://www.trivalleyculturaljews.org/


TVCJ HIKE - 11/23/2024

Arrive at meeting place by 8:45am; Begin hike at 9am-12pm (approx)

Parking at Coyote Hills is paid, limited, and fills up very early, so we will meet at the
San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex and cross over the highway to
access the park. See the map link and screenshots below for directions to the parking
area. There is a bathroom there and plenty of parking. We will head further down the
road than the parking lot, so park as far in as you can find a spot.

The hike is kid and dog friendly, on-leash. The hike is a "lollipop" trail--out, then a
loop, then back the same trail. It is 6.1 miles with options to return early via a
shorter loop or just turning around. The trail follows the bay coastline on rolling hills
for the majority of the hike.

Weather is not predictable yet... Bring a hat, water, layers, and a snack if desired. No
treats at the end this time, so maybe we can plan to bring some to share.

Contact: Kelly Mogilefsky, 510-282-4261
David Gates, 410.852-6079

Apay Way to Bay View to Red Hill Loop on AllTrails
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/california/apay-way-bay-view-red-hill-
trail-loop?sh=otfs3z







Chanukah - 12/21/2024

Save the Date: for our Chanukah Celebration on December 21st. We’ll be frying,
decorating, lighting and playing so mark your calendars and don’t forget to join us!
More details coming soon!

We Need A Home Fund

Last year, a staunch supporter of Secular Jewish education, Ethel Seid, died.  In her
honor, a $20,000 matching fund has been established to rent a space for TVCJ to



keep an office and supplies, hold small gatherings, and host our Jewish Culture
School.  Donations (tax-deductible if you itemize) can be made to TVCJ by check,
PayPal or Venmo.  Please note that your donation is earmarked for the We Need A
Home Fund.  The first $20,000 of donations will be matched, and we will start our
hunt for dedicated space.  Thank you!

BOOK REVIEW
The World To Come

By
Dara Horn



This is a work of Yiddish literature. It is totally fiction except for the very last chapter.
The beginning of the novel takes place in Vitebsk, Russia, which is the birth place of
Marc Chagall [and of my mother and her family]. Chagall’s paintings play a key role
in this novel. Also, we learn that because of his fame as an artist, he was selected to
illustrate most of the children’s books of the great Jewish writers of the time.

Our novel starts out when one of his famous paintings is stolen from a museum in
Russia.  A significant part of this story are the attempts to find the painting and the



thief who stole it. The painting has Chagall’s famous theme of figures flying over the
houses of a village.

The novel has many aspects to it including: art, fantasy, intrigue, humor, drama, and
philosophy. Its span is from an orphanage in Soviet Russia to the jungles of Vietnam,
to modern day suburbia. It covers the past, present, and future lives of the
characters.

I found that the stories are somewhat difficult to follow since the themes overlap: the
same character could be living in the present, reliving the past, and living in the
world to come.  I would recommend this book to anyone who is a fan of Yiddish
literature.

Reviewed by Jerry Zwick

Our Rosh Hashanah Celebration

We have so many thank-yous to the people who made our celebration a success! To
Mary Frances Colvin for shopping, to Solomon Ireland for running the Zoom, to the
Ireland, Salwen-Grabowski and Seid-Gates families for set up and clean up, to
Maggie for being our photographer, to our readers: David Gates, Carol King and Noah
King, to our shofar blowers: Sophia and Tai, to Jamie Ireland for the tashlich
ceremony, and to Judy and Jazz for leading music.



A Meaningful Yom Kippur

Many thanks to Jazz Salwen-Grabowski, David Gates, Tai Grabowski, Judith Seid and
the Ireland family for set-up, to Solomon Ireland for setting up and running the
zoom, to Amy Greenberg, Jeff Colvin, Sophia Ireland and Noah King for leading such
interesting workshops, to shofar-blower Sophia Ireland and apprentice shofar blower
Tai Grabowski, to everyone who helped to clean up, to Derek and Amy Greenberg for
their song (always the highlight of the ceremony), to Judith Seid for creating such an
insightful and moving ceremony and being song leader, and to Jazz Salwen-
Grabowski for singing.

Our Sukkos Celebration

What a beautiful day to celebrate Sukkos! Thank you to all our builders, bakers,
decorators and schmoozers—you made our sukkah beautiful. A special happy
birthday to Aria who turned 7 and blew out her candles in the sukkah!



TVCJ PayPal Giving Fund Page

We now have a PayPal page where you can quickly and easily donate to Tri-Valley
Cultural Jews. Simply scan the QR code below.

or
visit: https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/2326042

Joke Corner: I was going to tell a sodium joke, then I thought, “Na.”

2024/2025 TVCJ Calendar

https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/2326042


11/3 JCS and Sunday Chat
11/4 Adult Learning Series (RSVP by November 1st - see info above)
11/7 Philosophers’ Cafe
11/17 JCS and afternoon TVCJ Member’s Not a Book Club
11/23 TVCJ Member’s Hike
12/1 JCS
12/5 Philosophers’ Cafe
12/15 JCS
12/21 Chanukah Party, time TBA
1/5 JCS
1/19 JCS
2/2 JCS
2/16 Tu B'Shvat, time TBA
3/2 JCS
3/16 Purim
3/30 Passover Family Day 10:30am-Noon
4/13 Passover Seder
4/27 JCS Last Day
5/18 Lag B'Omer 10:30am-Noon
6/1 Shavuos + Annual Meeting 10:30am-Noon

In October We Remember
Mary Gates
Taki Greenberg
Ron Kociolek
Seymour and Ethel Seid
Adina Senensieb

October Birthdays
Diego Rother

Who We Are
Rabbi: Judith Seid 925-485-1049



Madrikha: Jamie Ireland
Board Members:
David Gates
Jazz Salwen-Grabowski
Jamie Ireland
Maggie Pino
Sophia Ireland
Rachel Rose
Judith Seid
Newsletter: Joy Randel
Webmaster: Noah King
JCS Teachers: Jazz Salwen-Grabowski, Judith Seid
Holiday Coordinator: Jazz Salwen-Grabowski
Movie Coordinator: Bret Mogilefsky
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