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Tri-Valley Cultural Jews
Your East Bay Secular Humanistic Jewish Community

TriValleyCulturalJews.org

info@tri-valleyculturaljews.org

(925) 399-8029

Affiliated with the Cultural and Secular Jewish Organization

Our mission statement: A Secular Humanistic community serving those who identify with the Jewish

People through family, culture and history, rather than through religion.

Like Or Share Our Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/trivalleyculturaljews/

TVCJ is an accepting, welcoming, diverse community of Cultural Jews and their

families, affiliated with CSJO. Call or email us at (925) 399-8029 or

culturaljews@gmail.com for an Evite or for more information about

our community. You can find us at trivalleyculturaljews.org. Free to members,

suggested $15 donation per non-member adult if you are able.
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You can make donations to TVCJ through PayPal or Venmo. Our handle is Tri-Valley

Cultural Jews.

July 27th 2024

Upcoming Events

Philosophers' Cafe  8/01/2024



Our friendly on-line member-led discussion group will meet Thursday, August 1st for

an hour-long chat - subject to be announced at the time. Join us at 7:00 p.m. at 568

599 7884. We talk about subjects both serious and light-hearted, but always enjoy

ourselves.

Not a Book Group - 8/24/2024



TVCJ's NOT a Book Club is our chance to read something we might not have

otherwise picked up. Join us for our discussion of The Name of the Wind, by Patrick



Rothfuss. After that we will read Frostbite: How Refrigeration Changed Our Food, Our

Planet and Ourselves, by Nicola Twilley.

See you on Saturday, August 24th at 3:00pm at Judy and David's! More location info

is available in our Evite.

Jewish Cultural School - 8/25/2024

New Year of JCS
Get ready for another amazing year of Jewish Culture School! This year we're doing a

deep dive in Jewish History through Art. Of course we'll dance, sing and cook, too.

The fun starts on August 25th, so mark your calendars and tell your friends! Our first



class will be a special event for kids and a parents' meeting at Aran's Art Studio on

August 25th. Please register on our Evite to let us know you're coming!

JCS is geared towards Kindergarten through Brit Mitzvah (ages 5-14).

Sunday Morning Chat - 9/8/2024
We’re expanding our friendly discussion group!  Along with our First Thursday

Philosophers’ Cafe on zoom, we’re holding a monthly discussion that’s more

convenient for our JCS parents to attend - during the first JCS meeting of each

month.  Parents and other members will meet at Inklings Coffee and Tea (530 Main

St. in downtown Pleasanton, 2 miles from JCS)  and get to know each other while

discussing topics suggested by participants.  The first Sunday Chat will be held on

September 8th starting just after JCS drop-off at 10:30a.m.  We’ll skip October,

which is too full of Jewish holidays, and meet again November 3rd and December 1st.

 See you there!

Rosh Hashanah Family Day - 9/22/2024



Got apples and honey? Get in the Rosh Hashanah mood at our Free Family Day on

September 22nd We're cooking, crafting and making the music that makes this time

of year special. Come see what JCS is all about. Invite a friend!

Rosh Hashanah - 10/2/2024
Join us for a sweet start to the new year at our Annual Rosh Hashanah Celebration on

Sunday, October 2nd in Livermore. We'll share a potluck dinner at 6:30pm, with an



hour-long ceremony of readings in English and music at 7:30pm. Not child-centered,

but child-friendly. Suggested donation $20 per non-member adult.

Yom Kippur - 10/12/2024
Join us for an afternoon of thoughtful discussion and reflection at our Yom Kippur

Observance on October 12th from 2:00pm-5:00pm in Livermore. After a short

ceremony, we'll break into discussion groups on a variety of interesting topics. We'll

end with a memorial ceremony and those who like to will go to dinner together. We

will have art materials available for children, but the afternoon may be longer than

suitable for them. Suggested donation of $25 per non-member adult. More location

info to follow in our Evite.

Sukkos - 10/20/2024
Save the date for our Sukkos celebration on October 20th at 10:30am. Come raise

our Sukkah and help decorate it. More info to follow in our Evite.

2024/2025 TVCJ Calendar
8/1 Philosophers’ Cafe

8/24 Not a Book Club

8/25 First Day of JCS, location Aran’s Art Studio

9/5 Philosophers’ Cafe

9/8 JCS

9/8 Sunday Morning Chat

9/22 RH Family Day 10:30am-Noon

10/2 Erev Rosh Hashanah

10/3 Philosophers’ Cafe

10/12 Yom Kippur 2:00pm-5:00pm

10/20 Sukkah Raising 10:30-Noon

11/3 JCS

11/7 Philosophers’ Cafe

11/17 JCS

12/1 JCS



12/5 Philosophers’ Cafe

12/15 JCS

12/21 Chanukah Party, time TBA

1/5 JCS

1/19 JCS

2/2 JCS

2/16 Tu B'Shvat, time TBA

3/2 JCS

3/16 Purim

3/30 Passover Family Day 10:30am-Noon

4/13 Passover Seder

4/27 JCS Last Day

5/18 Lag B'Omer 10:30am-Noon

6/1 Shavuos + Annual Meeting 10:30am-Noon

TVCJ at the Castro Valley Pride Event



A big shout out to our TVCJ community for being part of Castro Valley Pride again this

year! Thank you to Debby, Solomon, Jamie, Rachel, Sarah, Bret, Kelly and David for

showing up to set up, take down, and staff our booth. We couldn’t do it with out you.

It is so important for us to be present at this event and to be there as a welcoming

space in the community, a participating group with the Interfaith Council as well as a

welcoming home to our own youth. So they know we are a supportive space for them

to be their authentic selves. Thank you!

The Martyred Yiddish Poets
August 12th is the anniversary of Stalin's execution of 13 members of the Jewish

Anti-Fascist Committee in 1952.  While the Soviet Union supported the committee

during WWII, Stalin came to see Jews as dangerous “nationalists” - that is, people

with loyalties to or affiliations with any other groups besides the Soviet Union itself.

 Among those murdered were the most prominent representatives of Yiddish culture -



poets and writers and public intellectuals - Perets Markish, Leyb Kvitko, Dovid

Bergelson, Itzik Feffer and Dovid Hofshteyn.  This marked the beginning of the end of

socialist Jewish support for the Soviet Union and a disenchantment with communism

among the majority of American Jews.  

BOOK REVIEW
The Cost of Free Land

By
Rebecca Clarren







This is a nonfiction book that mostly takes place in the Plains States of South Dakota

and neighboring states. The author is a middle aged white Jewish woman who meets

a chief of the Lakota nation on a reporting trip. In the process of traveling with him

she realizes that his ancestors and hers have had much in common.  Primarily, was

the way they were treated by the majority White culture that they encountered in

America.

Her Jewish ancestors faced discrimination and racism when they arrived from Europe.

They were told that they could get free land if they could farm it.  Many jumped at

this chance, especially since they were eager to escape the brutal and deadly

pogroms in their home countries.  They were not told about the dry and unfarmable

land that they would encounter on the prairies where they could live.  Also they were

not told about the hostile Native Americans and herds of buffalo that preceded them

on the land.  Since they were mostly city dwellers, they were at a loss as to how to

deal with this.

The Lakota nations had issues of a different sort.  The white majority culture took

over their land and tried to erase their culture.  Many were killed and sent to prisons

if they were caught speaking their language or doing their religious dances.

 Furthermore, their land was stolen from them under the guise of “manifest destiny”

never to be returned. Also most of their children were sent to white boarding schools

in order to “Americanize” them.

So because of these negative dealings, the Jews and Lakota developed a sort of

kinship with each other.  Eventually there were efforts to reconcile their differences

and live in peace with each other. Some even believed that they were related in past

generations.

This book presents what looks like a true picture of the relationships between the

native Americans, the Jewish settlers, and White power structure in the seventeenth



and eighteenth centuries. Much of this information is not covered in our modern

school curricula. The book is very readable and well written, and I recommend it to

all. If you are interested in purchasing this book, then you can find it on

Amazon by clicking here.

Book Review by Jerry Zwick

TVCJ PayPal Giving Fund Page
We now have a PayPal page where you can quickly and easily donate to Tri-Valley

Cultural Jews. Simply scan the QR code below.

or

visit: https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/2326042

https://www.amazon.com/Cost-Free-Land-author/dp/1804440698/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.lDRjBV4UhxTvZlmdo8d_9-e6PDFZGzsQAbdcE2DoFcvu9L0b3-F94lqPXolXrGuWSNJY0G1KDkB4OXc2IgFvaecjPB0iUzxrmrKps_65uKEksYGHeNAkkHbUBNHoaDO9L7Ls1mlgOkhEzJl7rThqZico94YIihpx8EqQbBBLcZ0llPQrX-52kLrDQBtuJR6SHs_GYROhwE1dbTDsw1BCJAaPJiZaerSl68ATy7o1cAk.z9DsUdgeYVuKOrd9Slzu_TcNn-3ufT5l13--j-4Cuw4&qid=1721772861&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Cost-Free-Land-author/dp/1804440698/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.lDRjBV4UhxTvZlmdo8d_9-e6PDFZGzsQAbdcE2DoFcvu9L0b3-F94lqPXolXrGuWSNJY0G1KDkB4OXc2IgFvaecjPB0iUzxrmrKps_65uKEksYGHeNAkkHbUBNHoaDO9L7Ls1mlgOkhEzJl7rThqZico94YIihpx8EqQbBBLcZ0llPQrX-52kLrDQBtuJR6SHs_GYROhwE1dbTDsw1BCJAaPJiZaerSl68ATy7o1cAk.z9DsUdgeYVuKOrd9Slzu_TcNn-3ufT5l13--j-4Cuw4&qid=1721772861&sr=8-1
https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/2326042


In July We Remember

Allen Lee Coren

Dolores King

Bunny Simmel

July Birthdays

Ben Gross

Gale Fabrikant

Solomon Ireland

Noah King

Elaine Siegel Kociolek

Rick Randel

Mark Shulewitz

Who We Are
Rabbi: Judith Seid 925-485-1049

Madrikha: Jamie Ireland

Board Members:

David Gates

Jazz Salwen-Grabowski

Jamie Ireland

Maggie Pino

Sophia Ireland



Rachel Rose

Judith Seid

Newsletter: Joy Randel

Webmaster: Noah King

JCS Teachers: Jazz Salwen-Grabowski, Judith Seid

Holiday Coordinator: Jazz Salwen-Grabowski

Movie Coordinator: Bret Mogilefsky
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