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The Paris Architect
By
Charles Belfoure

This is a historical thriller that takes place in Paris during the German
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occupation of World War II. The main character is a French architect who
is offered a great deal of money to design a hiding place for the Jewish
friend of a wealthy German industrialist. After first refusing, the architect
is then offered a contract to design a large factory, which would be used to
build armaments for the German war effort. After he finally accepts, he is
offered more projects and gets more and more involved with collaborative
efforts.

What we learn about are both the capitulation of the French under the
Vichy government, and the extreme courage and emotional involvement of
French citizens who literally risk their lives to hide Jews from the
Nazis.This book is a total page-turner, and I would highly recommend it.

Jerry Zwick
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Who We Are
President: Kevin Coren 925-240-
5612
Board Members:

Judith Seid 925-485-1049
Jamie Ireland 510-888-1404
Noah King 925-371-8585
Joy Randel 925-362-3245

Amy Greenberg

Karen Furst

Newsletter: Joy Randel 925-
362-3245

Webmaster: Noah King 925-371-
8585

JCS Teachers: Judith Seid, Jamie
Ireland

Family Shabbat/Havdalah
Coordinator: Amy Greenberg
Movie Coordinator: Wendy
Berenson 925-829-0554

Adult Programming: Karen Furst
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Message From the President

The one thing constant is life is change right? People change,
circumstances change, technology changes, and the President of TVC] is
changing. For several years now I have been the President of TVC]. This
really didn't mean a whole lot, as the board generally does things by
consensus, but technically we needed a president and I ended up with the
job.

Mostly, my responsibilities were to write the agenda and run the
meetings. That was probably the easiest part of my job. The hard work
at the meetings are the notes taken by the secretary, at least that's the
way I look at it.

Still this job did have some other parts to it. There is always a gift to give
to the bar or bat mitzvahs and the president usually presents that. I
enjoyed doing this because I got to be a part of those wonderful
ceremonies. I remember at my own bar mitzvah, being given a gift from
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the temple association by somebody I had met that morning. Our group
tends to have much more meaning to it, so I was glad that, when giving
that gift, I wasn't a stranger to our new adult member and I could say

something personal about them.

At some of our events, I would welcome the group at the beginning of an
event. Also, I would occasionally be needed to make a "final" decision
about something. Probably the most difficult part of my job was writing
this message. I am not a writer. When talking, I tend to yammer on too
long about things, but that's different from writing. When writing this
column, I would often stare at a blank screen for a long time with no idea
of what to write about. Other times, I would type a bunch of stuff and
then erase it all and start fresh.

The most difficult thing about this was the lack of feedback. I guess
nobody complained, so that is a good thing, but I very rarely heard

anything about it all. It left me wondering if anyone had even read it.
That's not a bad thing, because often I wasn't sure why anyone would
even care about what I had written.

Maybe I am a writer. These sound like things I would expect writers to go
through. In any case, this will be my last President's message. I'm not
sure who will take on the President's Message. It might turn into
"Message from the Board." I am pretty sure that submissions will be
accepted from any TVC]J member who would like to contribute. Our
organization is better when more people participate, so if you have
something to contribute, please do. Also, let people know that you read
what they wrote.
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